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Late again?

Great REH Quotes

.. . 5
From SwordWoman copyright 1975 ly The Nenedian Additional Sgenes n CTB_'_ _
Chronicles folREH: Lone Star Fictioneer We talked last issue about additional scenes in the

: laser disc version of The Whole Wide World. Just
The priest appears, ready to try to marry off young for the record, there are additional scenes in some

Agnes to a buffoon named Francois.. cuts of Conan the Barbarian as well.

At the s'gh't of [the priest] ceasedny struggles like one 1) An additional scene of young Conan
strud motionless, andny captors releasade and drew encountering the Pict - reportedly a bit of wrestling

bad; and sd stood facig him for an instant, ahost with the young Cimmerian -
crouchirg, glaring unspe&ing. "Kiss her, lad!" bellowed 2) Extended footage when Conan & Subotai first
same drurken lout; and then as a taut sgrnaps, | encounter Sandahl Bergman, and she identifies

herself as "Valeria, queen of thieves." In the
released version, she is never mentioned by name!
3) When Conan returned to kill Thulsa Doom, the

jerked the dgger from my bosan and sprag at
Francois. M act was too qulcfor those slowwitted

clowns e/en to canprehendmuch less preent. My princess he rescued was seen helping him to
dagger was sheathed in hisgs heart before he reatid sneak in.
| had struk, andl yelped withmadeglee to see the 4) The final scene with Conan & Subotai when they

stupid expression of incredulous surprise and pain flogdrted, asking each other "Where will you go now?"
his red countenance, htore the dgger free and he fell, The question now is: are these scenes on the new
gurgling like a stuk pig, and spoutig blood between ~ PVD version of the movie?

his clawirg fingers-- to which clumg petals fron his

bridal chain.

More from Barnindsor-Smith - p. 4 | Reprint info - See page 4.

Story Review: Kull the Barbarian, The Warrior King, Kull the
Conqueror, King of Kings

By Garret Ronaine

Swords of the Purple Kingdom

Written by Robert BHoward

Published inKull, Bantan, 1978. Likewise,l put off posthmously published wadks
such asThe King and the Oal939) andlhe

Pick a name, ary name. Kull has lots ofem. | Striking of the Gong(1976).

chose to return to thimoody barbarian for a

number of reasond.still havent reviewed (’nUCh Themain reason chose a lessé&nown stoy is

less Seen) the Kuthovie with Kevin Sorbo.l've that! wanted to see homuch mag|c Howard

read the bdoby Sean Moore based on the paded into a supposegbeconetier effort. There

screenplg, butl haverit reviewed it, either. werert all thatmarny secondayr Kull stories to
choose fran; Delcarde's Cats infamous for its

In short,| have a Kull baglog to get to. But | mention of Thulsa Dom, andBy This Axe | Rule!

wanted to eXplore one of the lesser told tale® | is W|deb/ known, if for no other reason thamost

skipped aver aknowledyed classics such dhe Howard acoftes understand it was a precursor to

Mirrors of TuzunThuneandThe Shadow The Phoenix on the Swbr

Kingdom both published durmmHowards

lifetime.

So,'Purple Kirgdom' won. It's the last full Kull
stoty written by Howard, andnainly lacks a
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supernatural efeent. Herés thegist: ayoung
aristocrat, saddledyldebts, steals ayal ring and
tricks Kull into departig the castle for a
rendevous with assassins. Thkidnap Kull

amidst the ruins of anwdl estate, but the barbarian
proves harder tdill than they redkoned.

First, sane ba&ground on Kull. There are 11
known stories, written between 1926 and 1930,
plus two frgments. Kull started asrainor
character irExile of Atlants, but Howard soon
found that the Atlantean wasmimating the tale,
and he aplisted accordgly. "King Kull differed
from these others in that he was put on paper the
moment he was created, whereasytbgisted in
my mind years beforé tried to put the in stories.
In fact, he first appeared as palminor character
in a stoy which was neer accepted. At least, he
was intended to berainor character, buthad not
gone far before he was ghinating theyarn. " (The
Last Celt p. 66).

Herés the list of Kull stories in chronaecal
order-- in other words, in the order Howard wrote
them:

1) Exile of Atlantis (late 1925, or eqrl926)

2) The Shadow Kigdom (caompletedmid 1927)
3) The Mirrors of Taun Thune (late 1927)

4) Delcarde'sCat (eary 1928)

5) The &ull of Silence (eayt 1928)

6) The Strking of the Gorg (late 1928)

7) The Altar and the Scorpion (late 1928)

8) By This Axel Rule (eary to mid 1929)

9) Swords of the Purple Kingdom (mid 1929)
10) "untitled" (Threemen sat at a table...n{d
1929)

11) The Kirgs of the Nght (Feb or March 1930)
(special thaks to Patrice Louinet, who posted this
chronolgy to REHFans).

A Foolish Fan's Babbling

| took my readirg from the old Banten paperback
(pictured below), antlshould first offer up a few
words about whdtconsider an awful foreward by
Andrew Offut. Sgned ly 'a far, Offut gushes
thusly: "The guy breathes in these ges. Kull ate
and drak and cursed, lost his head and hiser,
andl know dan' well he belched." Strae, but
thats never the Kulll picture.
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For one thig, Kull never wines and wenches as
Conan later would. Kull broods and paces and
gazes into amirror for days on end, buk never see
him goggy. Itisn't clear to mewhat Offut had in
mind here. Toss in the fact that Kull hadsae
taken a wife (and it ishall that plain that He
ever, er, coe close...) andfail to see that Kull
was ary kind of Joe Six Pak.

Instead, Kull was peculigricerebral. For exaple,
he's entrancedyothe idea of a parallel shension

in The Mirrors of Tuzun Thuné&Tell me, wizard,"

he said, sittig before themirror, eyes fixed

intently upon his image, "how can passyon door?
For of a truth] am not sure that that is the real
world and this is the shadow; at least, that which |
seemust exist in sme fom."

| dorit see Conan dogimuchmore than crushing
theglass with a broadsword, friy. But Kull was
ever the shaded King, bound to his throne and
tradition, to where he chafed under theghei

In The Shadow Kingdomwhere Kull escapes
death with the aid of Brule the Speayslg there
is a feasgiven ly the Picts. While Kull sits idly
and watches the wirget guzzZled anidst games of
skill and stremth,

the Pictish I
counselogorges |3
himself and
keeps his wine
glass filled ly a
comely lass.
Conan would _
have t&ken part in
thegames, won
them easiy,
drawn blood
from Brule
(whom Kull was
not quite friends
with at this point)
and then washed

it all away with a |
ferocious pull
from an alekin.
Perhapd have it
wrong, butl see a
vast difference between Kull and Conan, with
Conan thenoremanly man and Kull a bit
broodirg and standoffish, if thata word.

T REMECHTT AR R
ACREATCN

DF L8N
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All of which is why | see more of Howard in the
character of Conan than | do in Kull. Howard
provides Kull with a stately charm, a fancier way
of speech, and a higher degree of formality. He's
kind of a stiff, actually; no time for women, a little
too close to Brule...Howard in his introspective
mood, the Loner, trapped by responsibility. Conan
tosses these shackles aside, but Kull cannot.

Another Tale of Two Lovers

Like "By this Axe.." this story opens amidst
intrigue. Kull can smell it in the air, and feel it in
the wind. A nobleman's spies verify his plight: he
is marked for murder yet again. Thus begins
another installment of Howard's long-running
version of "Uneasy Rests the Crown."

Yet before the streets run with blood, Howard
injects a storyline nearer to Romeo and Juliet than
any of his other work. But Howard will make this

a happier ending than the Shakespearean tragedy.
Young Nalissa, a budding blossom of nobility,
pleads with Kull to tell her father to let her marry
young Dalgar of Farsun. She sits on his lap, cries
on his breast, and bats her dark eyes to such an
extent that Kull realizes some day, when she fully
understands her powers over weaker men, that she
can be a force in the palace. But on this day, he is
not about to comply. Her father is a friend, and
he'll not interfere in the man's household.

Events continue to unfold in a direct and rapid
manner. Howard's famed pacing is in fine form in
this story. From a beginning loaded with
foreshadowing, Howard cranks up what is as close
to a detective yarn as any Kull story will get. He
drops clues about the conspiracy, and manages to
do so without appearing clumsy.

Dressed as a beggar, Tu has been wandering the
streets to perchance overhear details of the plotting
usurpers. Waylaid, Tu's royal ring is stolen, and
used to seal the envelope that is sent to Kull.
Locked in his room, Kull hears a tapping at the
window and is soon answering what he believes to
be a distress call to rescue Tu, his counselor, held
hostage in The Accursed Gardens.

It is there in the Gardens that the night will climax.
The Verulian assassins capture and bind Kull, and
in the bargain, they stumble upon Nalissa, who is
meeting Dalgar at midnight in that very grove in
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order to run away together. The kidnappers are
smart enough to look for a young bravo in the area,
but soon the leader of the band, The Masked One,
will be meeting them to kill Kull and hand the
throne to foreign interests.

Howard rejects a chance to inject more sorcery in
the final battle, depending on blood and gore

alone. He pulls off The Battle of the Stairs nicely -

- Kull slays man after man, with Dalgar protecting
his flanks, while Nalissa trembles. But there could
have been that one more element to elevate the tale
higher. He even left himself an easy entry by

setting up the evil of the place where the battle
occurs:

"These Gardens had once been the pleasure
resort and country estate of a nobleman, but
tales of grim debauches and ghastly rites of
devil worship began to get abroad; and
finally the people, maddened by the regular
disappearance of their children, had
descended on the Gardens in a frenzied mob
and hanged the prince to his own portals.
Combing the gardens, the people had found
foul things, and in a flood of repulsion and
horror had partially destroyed the

mansion..."

Howard even puts Nalissa ill at ease, fearing
spooky sounds and furtive rustles in the
underbrush. During the final battle, Howard could
easily have reared forth a demon from those rites
of yesteryear -- say, splash a bit of blood on a
secret rune, or fill a depression in the stone -- and
truly the story would have taken another leap
upward as the King, already weary from strife and
loss of blood, battles with even greater stakes at
hand. | guess I'm thinking of the Horn of Dagoth
from Conan the Destroyehich could cost me
support for my argument, but I still think the story
needed more of the supernatural to turn the corner.
Like "By this Axe..", it needed a bit of a boost.

The Masked One turns out to be...well, let me
leave some of the story untold for any who have
yet to whet their whistle. It does make for an
interesting ending, if not particularly twisted, at
least poignant. It was ever thus for Howard -- he
may start with a common outline -- assassins seek
the head of the King -- but he wraps it up in an
interesting (and bloody) cloak.
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Back to the Writing

Howard starts this stpmwith one of the better
openirg pargraphs:

A sinister quiet I¢ like a shroudeer the
ancient ciy of Valusia. The heat was
danced fron roof to shiniry roof and
shimmered gainst the moothmarble walls.
The purple towers angblden spires were
softened in the faint lza. No rirging hoofs
on the wide peed streets bie the drowsy
silence, and the few pedestrians who
appeared did what tiidnad to do hastland
vanished indoorsgain. The ciy seened
like a reah of ghosts.

After an oblpatoly scenesettirg, where Howard
resets the Kull lgend for new readers and affis
that citzens need suoething to canplain about,
the writer egages inmore good, stroig writing.
First, he dips into his repertoire ybung women
to paint this picture:

She was oyl sane nineteeryears of ge;
and clad in the costlbut scant fashion of
Valusian noble ladies, she presented a
ravishing picture, the beaytof which ezen
the barbariaking could appreciate. Her
skin was amarvelous white, due pastlto
mary baths inmilk and wine, butnainly to
a heritge of loveliness. Her chées were
tinted natural} with a delicate pik, and her
lips were full and red. Under delicate black
brows brooded a pair of deep sofes, dark
asmystery, and the whole picture was set
off by amass of cusf blad hair which was
partly confined ly a slm golden band.

Interestimgly, Howard gnores theyouthful cuve
of her hips and her breasts, not quite drogjiimo
the "sex sellstnantra he blew awaNovalyne
Price with.

It's as thogh Kull is a bit of a prude, and hence,
Howard will write the stor from a prudish
perspectre. He wouldit make thatmisteke with
Valeria and Belit once the Conan series starts...

There are other pagges ofmarvelous phrase;
herés a faorite:
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The quiet of the dahadmerged amost
imperceptiby into the quiet of the ght.
Themoon had noyet risen, and thensall
silver stargave little light, as if their
radiance was strgted by the heat which
still rose fran the earth.

Summary

Last issuel gave Kull an 88% on the dgee of
Howardness, and pulled Conan up to 92%. There
was perhapsore whimsy than detectie wok in
that assessent, but it was good startig point.
Whatl seemore cleay now is the different
phases of Howard that are digpdd. Howarts
complexity is corveyed in his characters, and only
those who datknow him would opine that they
are all the sme. We whadknow better see tineon

a continumn, but eszen thatgoes ony so far.

Howard went throgh periodgust like many
writers. He nger seened togrow tired of writing

up a character asuch as he went gr Characters
came and went, merged and dissokd;yet even
today, same few live on. Kull continues, thés to
the power with which he sprgriorth. — GR

Barry Windsor-Smith -- Still the same

Found this out on theeb:"Firstly, STORYTELLER
has not been canceled," said BWpresentative.
"Barty put its publication on hiatushen it becee
increasingy apparent that BRK HORSE Cmnics had
failed to live up to its pnmises to aggressiwepromote
it in the directmarket and especiglin the outemarkets
that the bookvas created to appeal thfter expending
almost all their pranotion efforts on the first issue,
strictly in the direcimarket, and against Bars
emphatic advice not to do so, theffectively stopped
promoting it at all.. The resuliwas, thatvhile
STORYTELLER was a critical success ...it lost
increasing mounts ofmoney... Bary will now be
publishing SORYTELLER #1012 in June, Jyl and
Augustof 1998, hrough DHC to fulfill his obligation
with them, then resming publishing smewhere else as
soon as possible." Féull story:
http://snashmgz.can/newvsarana/nevsamal20597.htx
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Romaine and distributed free vianeail. Send feedback to:
gromaine3@comcast.net Back issues -tp:/Avww.
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NEXT Issue: Sean Moore's obityar
finis
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