


COMING NEXT MONTH

HE Afghan was gazing in fearful fascination at the great stone, as a hypnotized
bird stares into a se Eent s eye.
'l’

“Look at it, sahib!” he whispered. “What is it? No such gem as this was ever
cut by mortal hands! Look how it throbs and pulses like the heart of a cobra!”

Steve was looking, and he was aware of a strange undefined feeling of uneasiness. Well
versed in the knowledge of precious stones, he had never seen a stone like this. At first
glance he had supposed it to be a monster ruby, as told in the legends. Now he was not
sure, and he had a nervous feeling that Yar Ali was right, that this was no natural, normal
gem. He could not classify the style in which it was cut, and such was the power of its
lurid radiance that he found it difficult to gaze at it closely for any length of time. The
whole setting was not one calculated to soothe restless nerves. The deep dust on the floor
suggested an unwholesome antiquity; the gray light evoked a sense of unreality, and the’
heavy black walls towered grimly, hinting at hidden things.

“Let’s take the stone and go!” muttered Steve, an unaccustomed panicky dread rising
in his bosom.

“Wait!” Yar Ali’s eyes were blazing, and he gazed, not at the gem, but at the sullen
stone walls. ““We are flies in the lair of the spider! Sahib, as Allah lives, it is more than
the ghosts of old fears that lurk over this city of horror! I feel the presence of peril, as I
have felt it before—as I felt it in a jungle cavern where a python lurked unseen in the
darkness—as I felt it in the temple of Thuggee where the hidden stranglers of Siva crouched
to spring upon us—as I feel it now, tenfold!” . .

You cannot afford to miss this splendid tale of weird adventure, by the late Robert E.
Howard—the story of a gem that shone with living fire, and of the skeleton that sat upon
a throne. This superb weird novelette will appear complete in the next issue’ of WEIRD

TALEs:
The Fire of Asshurbampal
By Robert E. Howard

——Also—

THE HAUNTER OF THE DARK
By H. P. LOVECRAFT

A powerful story about an old church in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, that was shunned and feared
by all who knew of it.

PORTRAIT OF A MURDERER
By JoHN RUSSELL FEARN

An odd story of hypnotic power and a gruesome

tragedy in the chasm which yawns at the foot of
Coniston Crag.

OUT OF THE SUN
By GraNviLLE S. Hoss

Is there life in the swirling heat of the sun? This
is the story of a scientist who determined to find

out.

THE WOMAN AT LOON POINT

By Aucust W. DERLETH
and
MARK SCHORER

What was that snarling thing that growled and
cowered in the lonely lodge in the woods, guarded
by a hysterical girl, as the long howl of a timber
- wolf sounded outside in the forest?

THE CYCLOPS OF XOATL
By Otis ADELBERT KLINE
and
E. HOFFMANN PRICE

What was the weird monster that struck by night
and spread death and panic terror over a peaceful
Mexican countryside? Read this fascinating tale of
a gruesome horror.

Next Issue WEIRD TALES... On Sale Nov. 1st
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